36 Meditations of the Heart

experiences the integration of his life. He becomes deeply
assured that what he is striving for in his little world is
suddenly a part of the larger whole. He is no longer alone in
his striving. If he be religious, what he strives for at his best,
what he seeks where he is, when he is most himself, is what
God is seeking in the great ends that guide ultimately the
destiny of all of life. Such a man finds a place which is
uniquely his place and most naturally seeks the strength of
God to stabilize him in his most commonplace striving.

15. Keep Alive the Dream in the Heart

As LONG as 2 man has a dream in his heart, he cannot lose
the significance of living, It is a part of the pretensions of
modetn life to traffic in what is generally called “realism.”
There is much insistence upon being practical, down to earth.
Such things as dreams are wont to be regarded as romantic or
as a badge of immaturity, or as escape hatches for the human
spitit. When such a mood or attitude is carefully scrutinized,
it is found to be made up largely of pretensions, in short, of
bluff. Men cannot continue long to live if the dream in the
heart has perished. It is then that they stop hoping, stop
looking, and the last embers of their anticipations fade away.

The dream in the heart is the outlet. It is one with the
living water welling up from the very springs of Being,
nourishing and sustaining all of life. Where there is no
dream, the life becomes a swamp, a dreary dead place and,
deep within, a man’s heart begins to rot. The dream need
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not be some great and overwhelming plan; it need not be a
dramatic picture of what might or must be someday; it need
not be a concrete outpouring of a world-shaking possibility
of sure fulfillment. Such may be important for some; such
may be crucial for a particular moment of human history.

But it is not in these grand ways that the dream nourishes
life. The dream is the quiet persistence in the heart that
enables a man to ride out the storms of his churning experi-
ences. It is the exciting whisper moving through the aisles
of his spirit answering the monotony of limitless days of dull
routine. It is the ever-recurring melody in the midst of the
broken harmony and harsh discords of human conflict. It is
the touch of significance which highlights the ordinary ex-
perience, the common event. The dream is no outward thing,

It does not take its rise from the environment in which one,
‘moves or functions. It lives in the inward parts, it is deep
within, where the issues of life and death are ultimately deter-
meep alive the dream; for as long as a man has a
dream in his heart, he cannot lose the significance of living.

16. Judgment Belongs to God

It 15 a very subtle temptation to decide that the negative
deeds which flow from one’s life to others are not expressive
of one’s real intent. There seems ever available some extra
or extenuating circumstance that gives a ready alibi for such
deeds. How easily the excuses come: “I have had a very bad
day,” or “'For some reason I got up on the wrong side of the



